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Subject:  Environmental Defense comments on the proposed
N,N-Dimethylalkanamides category
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To: oppt.ncic@epamail.epa.gov, hpv.chemrtk@epamail.epa.gov, Rtk Chem/DC/USEPA/US@EPA,
Karen Boswell/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, gwentwor@cphall.com
cC: MTC@mchsi.com, LUCIERG@msn.com, kflorini@environmentaldefense.org,

rdenison@environmentaldefense.org
Subject:  Environmental Defense comments on the proposed N,N-Dimethylalkanamides category

(Submitted via Internet 4/29/03to oppt.nci c@pa.gov, hpv.chenrtk@pa.gov,
boswell.karen@epa.gov, chemrtk@pa. gov, MIC@chsi.com and
gwentwor@cphall.com)

Environmental Defense appreciates this opportunity to submt coments on
the Robust Summary/Test Plan for the proposed N, N-Dinethylal kanam des
cat egory.

Under the High Production Volume Challenge, the C.P. Hall Conpany has
subnmtted a Test Plan/Robust Summary for two chenicals --

N, N-di net hyl octanamide (CAS # 1118-92-g) and N, N-di methyldecanamide (CAS #
14433-76-2) -- with the proposal that they be considered together as a
category. N, N-di met hyl decanamide is available commercially as Hallcomd

M 10, whereas N,N-dinmethyloctananide is available only as part of a mxture
of simlar compounds narketed as Hallcomd M8-10. Hal I comid M8-10

contai ns approxi mately 50-65% N, N-di met hyl oct anani de, with

N, N- di net hyl decanani de as the secondary conponent and

N, N-di net hyl hexanam de  and N, N-di met hyl dodecanamide as  minor
components/inpurities. According to the sponsor, these chemcals are used
primarily as inert ingredients in pesticides. Mnor uses are not

ment i oned.

On review of the Test Plan submitted for these conpounds, we agree that
these chenmicals have very simlar chemcal structures and properties and
should be considered together as a category. Qur review also indicates the
Test Plan is carefully prepared and well-organized, and presents and
describes data addressing each of the requested SIDS elements for one or
both of these chenicals. Gven the simlarities in chenical structure and
properties, we feel it appropriate that data available for one of these
chemicals be used to estimate the respective SIDS elements for the other.
Wth exception of the chenmical structures of these conpounds, which were
not provided, each of the requested SIDS elements is addressed by adequate
data on one or both of these conpounds. W also conplinent the C P. Hall
Conpany for providing a list of references in the Test Plan for the sources
of these data.

Al'l avail able data indicate N, N-dinethyl decanam de and Hall comd M8-10 are
nmoderately toxic to aquatic organisms and of low toxicity to birds and
mammel s.  They are rapidly degraded in the environment and would not be
expected to accumulate. \hereas they are mld irritants to the eyes and
skin, they are not mutagenic and have no reproductive or devel opmental
toxicity at doses that are not also toxic to the nothers.



Thank you for this opportunity to coment.

Hazel B. Matthews, Ph.D.
Consulting  Toxicol ogi st, Envi ronment al Def ense

Richard Denison, Ph.D.
Seni or Scientist, Environmental Def ense
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